Music at James W. Robinson Secondary
Music education is a vibrant component of Fairfax County’s Program of Studies. The music program
reflects the demonstrated value of Fairfax County itself; an appreciation of the treasures of the past and
a plan to ensure they are preserved for the future. The focus of students in Fairfax County is in three
distinct areas of academics, essential life skills and a responsibility to the community.
With a student population numbering just under 3800, over 1200 students are enrolled in music classes,
meeting on a modified seven-period A/B block schedule. Since Robinson’s opening in 1972, the
Symphonic Band has been recognized on the local, regional, state and national levels for its outstanding
performances. The band program is a two-time recipient of the Sudler Flag of Honor and has been
recognized as a͞ Twenty-five Year Virginia Honor Band͟ , earning a membership in the VBODA Hall of
Fame. The Robinson Symphonic Band has appeared at four VMEA state conferences, one ASBDA
convention, three National Concert Band Festivals and the Mid-West Band and Orchestra Clinic.
The current program consists of three concert bands, three percussion ensembles, two jazz ensembles
and numerous student-led small ensembles. The 160 member͞ Marching Rams͟ meets after school
three times a week during the fall season and has received numerous accolades as a BOA Regional
Finalist and VBODA Honor Band. Many students are enrolled in private study with military band
members and other professional musicians in the community.
About School and Community
James W. Robinson Secondary School is one of three secondary schools (grades 7-12) in Fairfax County
and a part of a system which includes 23 middle schools and 27 high schools. Almost 90% of all high
school graduates in the county go on to attend institutions of higher learning. The county school
system, with an enrollment of over 183,000 students and 23,000 teachers; is the tenth largest in the
nation.

